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A Construction is Made up of a Chunk Chain.

Theoretical Framework of Construction-Chunk Approach

Su Danjie
University of California, Los Angeles  Los Angeles USA 90095—154

Abstract The Construction-Chunk Approach (CCA) is a new approach for syntax and semantic
analysis. With an aim to introduce the theoretical framework of CCA, this paper discusses its central
ideas, research questions, methodology, and grammar model. Using the existential sentences in Man-
darin Chinese, English, and other eight languages as examples, this paper illustrates the following
main points: A construction is made up of a chunk chain; universals and variations of the syntactic
constructions in human languages are mainly represented by the similarities and disparities of the
chunk chains. It argues that CCA provides a new cognitive and functional perspective on grammar
mechanism of natural languages and language universals.

Keywords Construction-Chunk Approach construction chunk theoretical framework exis-

tential sentences

(YCCL2012) 2012 11 17 —18

, (Softconf) )
. . ( ):
’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ / ’ ’
22012 7 15 220129 1
PDF, ACL . o 5 )
“ 7, “We previously showed (Smith, 1991) «-+”, :“Smith (1991) previously showed «+”,

o ) ( b} .
:https://www. softconf. com/c/yccl2012/

253



