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Removing the Label of “Jianyu(3& %) Sentence Patterns” from Mandarin

Grammar: The Construction-Chunk Approach to an Alternative
SU Dan-jie
(University of California, Los Angeles(UCLA) CA 90095-1540, America)

Abstract: The traditional view of labeling certain syntactic structures as “Jianyli(4& %) Sentence Patterns™ has
serious theoretical flaws, rendering it incapable of recognizing the related syntactic constructions and
underlying linguistic rules. This study presents an incisive analysis on the theoretical weaknesses of this view;
and proposes that the label of “Jianyli(3&+5) Sentence Patterns” should be removed from mandarin grammar.
By implementing the construction-chunk approach, this paper introduces an alternative, demonstrating that the
so-called “Jianyl(3k+5)” sentences, some “double object sentences” and some “verb-predicate sentences with
subject-predicate phase used as an object” are indeed seven deferent constructions: Request Construction,
Causative Relation Construction, Action Permission Construction, Quality Judgment Construction, Position
Explanation Construction, Action Collaboration Construction, and a subtype of Existential Construction.

Key words: Construction-chunk approach; Jianyu(3k %) sentence patterns; Construction grammar; Chunk
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